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Miletus Group First
Offsite Design-Build Company to
Go Carbon Neutral
Firm Solidifies Commitment to Achieve Net Zero Carbon
Emissions by Joining AIA 2030 Commitment

R
Association News

OCHESTER, Ind. - Miletus Group, the architecture firm that specializes in sustainable onsite,
prefab, and modular solutions, has become the
first offsite design-build company to achieve carbon neutrality in all of its production facilities and offices.
The achievement has led the company to strive for net
zero emissions by 2030 in accordance with the AIA 2030
Commitment program.
To this end, Miletus Group has partnered with The
Nature Conservancy to support The Tensas River Basin
Project, the not-for-profit organization’s first voluntary
carbon offset project. The initiative has its roots in 2009
when Miletus Group began converting its production
plant into a green facility to become as energy efficient
as possible. The undertaking proved a challenge, since the
plant was originally built in the 1970s. To achieve the ambitious goal, Miletus Group, under the direction of President James B. Guthrie, AIA undertook internal energymonitoring measures and implemented office policies that
called for heightened awareness of energy consumption
on a companywide individual level. The key to individual
involvement, Guthrie points out, was educating staff on
the purpose behind the goal.

“This led to greater participation by everyone,” Guthrie
explains, “which led to the realization that small savings
add up. Now everyone checks every night to make sure
the coffee maker and copier are shut off.”
Energy consumption analysis of tools and equipment, in
addition to climate control monitoring in offices and production facilities – which includes a 40,000 sq. ft. offsite
factory – was an integral component in achieving the goal,
according to Guthrie, who points out that the factory’s
roof was recently coated in a white “green” solution.
Corrective measures were taken wherever and whenever possible. For example, inefficient, energy-consuming
pneumatic tools in the plant were immediately repaired
or replaced. Highly energy efficient lighting was installed
throughout the company. Winter heating in the facility
was also closely scrutinized, whereby older heaters were
replaced with new, more energy-efficient units. Moreover,
energy conservation in terms of climate control during
company off hours was practiced as a matter of course.
While the production facility saw the bulk of the energy
savings, the company’s offices also played a vital role in
achieving complete carbon neutrality.
To facilitate the thermal performance of office build-

The initiative to strive for net zero emissions by 2030 has its roots in 2009 when Miletus Group began conver ting its production
plant into a green facility to become as energy efficient as possible.
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“ We are pleased that our contribution to The
Nature Conservancy ’s first carbon offset project is
helping toward the effort to clean our planet ’s air
and waters"
John B. Guthrie
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ings, remodels, which included additional insulation and the installation of
rain-screen façades, were performed. Once energy consumption was reduced
as much as possible, while maintaining just enough to operate, the company
reevaluated its energy profile. It was when the energy savings were calculated that Guthrie and his team realized they were within reach of achieving
carbon neutrality. Once the goal was set, the company sought to partner with
a voluntary carbon offset program and found The Tensas River Basin Project
through The Nature Conservatory.
“We looked for a serious program that was passionate about global conservation, and one with a connection close to home,” said Guthrie, who
points out that the natural, freshwater drainage from the company’s headquarters and production facility in North-Central Indiana ends up in the
Tensas River basin on the Lower Mississippi River before eventually running
off into the Gulf of Mexico.
Revenue from voluntary carbon offset contributions, such as those from
Miletus Group, supports land purchases in the basin, the planting of trees in
order to restore the region’s natural habitat, which has been destroyed by
human encroachment, and the monitoring of the carbon benefits.
“We are pleased that our contribution to The Nature Conservancy’s first

Under the direction of president James B. Guthrie, AIA, Miletus Group
under took internal energy-monitoring measures and implemented office
policies that called for heightened awareness of energy consumption on a
companywide individual level.
carbon offset project is helping toward the effort to clean our planet’s air and
waters,” said Guthrie, adding that Miletus Group can offer the same level of
energy consumption and savings analysis that earned the company its carbon
neutral status to its clients during the design and post-construction stages.
The analysis service offered by Miletus Group to its clients would provide
recommendations for reducing carbon-based energy consumption through
building design and operations, and then address methods of reducing the
remaining carbon footprint to zero.
“I believe being green is one of the key components in creating good architecture in the 21st century,” opines Guthrie. The company’s long-term commitment to reducing energy consumption and greenhouse gases is evident
in its recent joining of the AIA 2030 Commitment program. The program’s
objective is to commit all architects to reaching carbon-based energy free
designs by the year 2030. “We are well on our way to meeting that goal,”
states Guthrie.
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IDI NAMES NEW GEORGIA STREET MANAGER
INDIANAPOLIS – Indianapolis Downtown, Inc. (IDI) has named Melissa
Thompson as the new Georgia Street
manager. She will manage the day-to-day
aspects of Georgia Street including operations/maintenance, special events and programming and collaborate with Georgia
Street property owners and businesses.
Thompson was formerly clerk of the
council for the city of Indianapolis. She is
Melissa Thompson
a graduate of Indiana Wesleyan University,
business administration.
Georgia Street is downtown Indianapolis' newest gathering place. Transformed by a $12.5 million upgrade, Georgia Street's design blends a pedestrian boardwalk, catenary lighting system, landscaping and more.
Debuting as the popular Village during Super Bowl XLVI, Georgia Street's
three-block street and walkway connects the Indiana Convention Center,
Bankers Life Fieldhouse, Circle Centre mall, a collection of restaurants, residences, hotels and the historic St. John's Church. Surrounded by the Wholesale District, dining, shopping and entertainment options are plentiful.
The city has engaged Indianapolis Downtown, Inc. (IDI) as the Georgia
Street manager. IDI will further develop, manage and market the street to
enhance the vitality of adjacent properties and attract and host major special
events and gatherings. IDI will activate the street with outdoor cafes, special events and programming and manage day-to-day operations. The city of
Indianapolis retains ownership of the street and is a key partner. Generated
revenues will be dedicated to Georgia Street operations.

ISU Chiller

HAGERMAN GROUP AMONG
TEAM MEMBERS RECOGNIZED FOR
LILLY VISITORS PAVILLION
INDIANAPOLIS – In collaboration with the Indianapolis Museum of Art (IMA) and Marlon Blackwell
Architects, The Hagerman Group announced it
is part of the team which was recently awarded the
2012 AIA Institute Honor Award for Architecture for
The Ruth Lilly Visitors Pavilion, located at 100 Acres:
The Virginia B. Fairbanks Art & Nature Park on the
IMA’s campus. This prestigious award given by the
American Institute of Architects (AIA) has become one of the most coveted awards in the industry.
Nestled in the woodlands of the park, The Ruth Lilly Visitors Pavilion serves
as the cornerstone of the park and is one of the region’s signature architectural landmarks. The form of the building takes inspiration from the structure
and geometry of a fallen, folded leaf. The interior space is surrounded by glass
on three sides in addition to the skylight ceiling above, allowing visitors to
maintain a powerful connection to the natural world around them. The park
includes woodlands, wetlands, meadows and a 35-acre lake, and it is one of
the largest museum art parks in the country, and one of the only parks to
feature the ongoing commission of site-specific artworks.
This powerful project team for The Ruth Lilly Visitors Pavilion has been featured in American Builders Quar terly, t-18 Magazine from Barcelona, and Landscape Architect Magazine from China. According to American Builders Quar terly
Magazine, “The team also worked very closely with the general contracting
firm, The Hagerman Group, to preserve the natural landscape around the construction site. The end result is an impressive, transparent building featuring
a continuous screened surface of Ipe wood slats that extend above the deck
and terrace area, almost like braches of a tree.”
The Hagerman Group is proud to be a part of such a distinguished project.
“Building the Ruth Lilly Visitors Pavilion was a once in a lifetime experience.
The building was situated in a dense forest that could not be disturbed, with
one narrow path to the building that was maintained throughout construction.
This included installing the geothermal wells, foundations, structural steel,
and the unique curtain wall and skylight system. The Hagerman Group craftsmen meticulously installed thousands of feet of Ipe hardwood which make up
the floor and roof system of the structure. It
is an amazing place to
visit; and to think, the
whole concept was inspired by a fallen leaf,”
remarks
superintendent for The Hagerman
Group, Chad Baker.
Lilly Campus
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Experts Address Topics
At First MICCS Roundtable Of 2012
INDIANAPOLIS – The Metro Indianapolis Coalition for Construction Safety (MICCS) presented its first Roundtable event of 2012 at the Marriott
East Hotel. The MICCS Roundtable provides a forum
where experts address important topics that are
critical to business in the A/E/C industries.
Three informative sessions were offered and covered case law, jobsite incident response, and prevention through design. Each
roundtable discussion allowed attendees to ask questions and share ideas.
MICCS is dedicated to the elimination of construction and facilities maintenance jobsite injuries and illnesses with the ultimate objective of returning
construction and maintenance workers home to their families, friends and
communities free from harm.

Applied Engineering Services Receives
Two ACEC Indiana 2012 Engineering
Excellence Awards
INDIANAPOLIS – Applied Engineering Services received two Merit Awards for
engineering excellence from the American Council of Engineering Companies
(ACEC) of Indiana.
The first award was made in recognition
of Indiana State University’s new satellite
chilled water plant. Applied Engineering Services was hired to first study the
options for a new Satellite Chilled Water Plant type and location, then to design the plant and its connection to the campus. The final site was chosen on
the corner of 4th Street and Tippecanoe Avenue. This location, on the outer
edge of campus, was chosen to minimize the impact on pedestrian walkways
and to provide a pathway to connect future campus buildings to the system. A
premium efficiency chiller was selected which exceeds the current mechanical code for Indiana, and a highly efficient variable speed drive chilled water
pumping system was selected to reduce the overall electrical consumption
per cooling ton produced.
The second award was made in recognition of Eli Lilly and Company’s facility fire alarm panels (approximately 150 panels) with new addressable networked fire alarm panels. The project affected 81 buildings and included 47
design packages. Mark Lehman and Terry DeBoo from Applied Engineering
Services were in charge of the design of the project.

White Elected Into Prestigious
AIA College Of Fellows
INDIANAPOLIS – Drew White, the
founder of AXIS Architecture + Interiors, has been elected into the prestigious
American Institute of Architects
(AIA) College of Fellows in recognition of
his design work, his commitment to the
community and his advocacy educating
people about why design matters. White
was the only Indiana architect elected this
year and is now among fewer than four
percent of architects across the country
Drew White
to earn the AIA Fellow distinction.
White is best known for his contemporary designs and urban revitalization projects, including the new Nature Conservancy headquarters, which has received numerous design awards. His most
recent work includes designing workspaces of the future for forward-thinking,
innovative Fortune 500 companies, including Exact Target, Cummins Engine,
Crowe Horwath and Eli Lilly. His design of Lilly’s office space recently was
featured in the Harvard Business Review. White has helped companies, such as
Lilly, provide work environments that have increased collaboration, increased
productivity and boosted morale.
“Drew is passionate about design and works to help educate business, government and community leaders about why design matters,” said Jason Shelley, executive director of AIA Indiana, where White was the 2011 chapter
president.
AIA developed the Fellowship program to elevate those architects who
have made a significant contribution to architecture and society and who have
achieved a standard of excellence in the profession. Election to fellowship
not only recognizes the achievements of architects as individuals, but also
their significant contribution to architecture and society on a national level.
Of the 80,000 AIA members nationwide, 2,700 are part of the honorary
fellowship. White is the 29th architect in Indiana to be named an AIA Fellow.
White has a master’s degree in architecture from the University of Illinois at Chicago, and a bachelor of
science in architecture from The Ohio
State University.
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ABC Member-to-Member Tradeshow Proves
To Be A Valuable Asset Within Association

Indiana Construction Roundtable Names
Board Of Directors

INDIANAPOLIS – On March 7, 2012, Associated Builders and Contractors of Indiana held its annual Member-to-Member Tradeshow. The Tradeshow consisted of 42 booths occupied by a diverse group of the organization’s
membership, a General Contractor Silent Auction and Networking Sessions with
owners from the Indiana Construction Roundtable.
“During these challenging economic times, it is more important than ever
that we utilize the connections we have within ABC of Indiana,” says Rebecca
Hoff, council manager. “After all, ABC members are a rich source for creating
relationships that can result in the long-term growth of your business.”
The Tradeshow was attended by over 200 of the organization’s members
from across the state and was a great opportunity to network with fellow
members as well as highlight different businesses within the ABC membership.
There were also booths to educate the members on the different benefits of
being a member of ABC of Indiana.
As planned in the General Contractor Silent Auction, 50 percent of the winning bids went to a local charity of the general contractor’s choice. It was
unanimously decided by the seven general contractors to donate through ABC
Cares and the American Red Cross to the Tornado Relief Fund for Southern
Indiana. The group was able to donate $337.50 to this fund.

INDIANAPOLIS – The Indiana Construction Roundtable (ICR), has named its board
of directors for 2012. Kevin Kenyon of Ball
State University will serve as chairman.
Three new members have been named to the
ICR Board. They are Kent Burget of Safety
Management Group, Sahara Williams of
Enginuity Engineering + Management and
Chad Gooding of DEEM.
“ICR is very fortunate to have great volunteers in all facets of our association, but we are
particularly lucky to have such a strong Board
of Directors,” said Chris Price, executive director of the ICR. “We appreciate the service of those leaving the Board and welcome the new members
who we expect will bring fresh ideas and insight that will benefit not only
the organization, but also new and existing construction with the state of
Indiana.”

The 2012 ICR
Board of Directors
OFFICERS
Chairperson
Kevin Kenyon, Ball State University
Vice-Chairperson
Jamie Dillard, Citizens Thermal Energy
Secretary
Mark Bode, Indiana University Health
Treasurer
Jim Sadtler, IPL
Immediate Past Chairperson
Thomas Ringham, Wishard Health Services
MEMBER DIRECTORS
Michael Brimer, Turner Construction
Kent Burget, Safety Management Group
Michael Fox, Buckingham Companies
Chad Gooding, DEEM
John Klipsch, Indiana Stadium and Convention Building Authority
John Lambert, Eli Lilly and Company
Joseph Lansdell, Poynter Sheet Metal
John Lewis, Indiana University
Russ Louderback, White Lodging
Ted Lucas, Milestone Contractors, LP
Greg Menefee, Architectural Glass & Metal Co.
Mamon Powers III, Powers and Sons Construction
Dick Tully, Ivy Tech
Lewie Wallace, Purdue University
Sahara Williams, Enginuity Engineering + Management
Steve Young, Board of School Commissioners of
the city of Indianapolis
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ISA Construction Networking Event Of The Year One For The Record Books
INDIANAPOLIS – Building on the success of prior events, the Indiana Subcontractors Association (ISA) held its seventh annual tradeshow at the
Indiana Convention Center. Known as the Construction Networking Event of
the Year, records for attendance and exhibitor registrations were at an all-time
high.
An interesting luncheon program highlighted the daylong event. Authors Hazel Walker and Frank DeRaffele co-wrote a book titled “Business Network-

ing and SEX (not what you think),” which examines the differences between
both genders when it comes to networking. The authors offered a unique
perspective on creative research that was conducted to write the book.
The event concluded with the annual GC of the Year Awards Banquet where
the Indiana subcontractor community acknowledged its choice for projects
completed in several categories during the 2011 construction year.

GC of the Year

GC of the Year

(Under $100M Annual Revenue)

(Over $100M Annual Revenue)

RL Turner Corporation

Shiel Sexton Company, Inc.

Kathy Hill (from left), Mike Donner, Brad Whitaker, Adam Owens,
Norb Stransky, Kevin Sullivan and Teresa Lonas

Steve Jansen (from left), Kevin Hunt, Brad Dwelle, Randy Waren,
Sathya Thulasiraman, Craig Koch and Rob Butcher

GC of the Year

GC of the Year

(Under $100M Annual Revenue)

(Over $100M Annual Revenue)

Duke Construction

Rich Prestholt (left) and Brent Stutzman

Meyer Najem Corporation

Mike Mattingly (from left), Nate Lelle, Adam Filler, Jim Molenda and
Jennifer Arvin
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Subcontractors’ Choice

Kettelhut Construction, Inc.

Alex Gonzalez (from left), Matt Shultz, Tim Johnson, Greg Helms, Brett Patterson, Brad Deno and Steve Habben

Authors Hazel Walker and Frank DeRaffele discussed the research findings in
their book titled “Business Networking and SEX (not what you think),” which
examines the differences between both genders when it comes to networking.

Excellence in Ethics

Messer Construction Company

Pat Kinder (from left), Steve Bestard, Cur t Brough, Tom Har t, Tim Steigerwald,
Carl Dennin, Ryan Steiner t and Andy Litke

The seventh annual Construction Networking Event of the Year drew more than
100 exhibitors.
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Legends IN Design – Honors Local Architect
INDIANAPOLIS – The Indiana Interior Design Coalition (IIDC) hosted their fourth annual Legends in Design
luncheon, at the Indianapolis Museum of Art. This event celebrates all disciplines within the design industry. Jonathan
Hess was chosen this year to be honored for his work throughout Indiana. Currently Hess is the president of Browning Day Mullins and has been recognized for his design work on museum projects such as; The Eiteljorg Museum of
American Indians and Western Art, the Indianapolis Museum of Art, additions to the Children’s Museum of Indianapolis
and the Indianapolis Motor Speedway.

Jonathan Hess president
Browning Day Mullins Dierdorf

Connie Jung, chairman, Legends IN Design

Current and past Legends IN Design winners

Jonathan Hess resident
Browning Day Mullins Dierdorf and John
Vanausdall, president – Eiteljorg Museum
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